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‘Calderdale College shares knowledge with other University’s and Colleges’ 
Staffordshire University and Newark College approached Calderdale College to ‘share’ ideas and potentially write course materials for their ICT tutorials based on a project that started in Halifax.

Calderdale College’s project named ICT Breakthrough was funded to the sum of £1.8 million by Action Halifax via its URBAN II and SRB 6 programmes.  The ICT Breakthrough project is a 7-year project which started in 2001 and is scheduled to continue through until 2008 with other forms of funding being provided by many different bodies.  ICT Breakthrough (Information Computing Technology) has three strategic focuses within the project: The Business Strand which helps small to medium sized businesses understand and use ICT, The Network Academy which has a regional focus and provides high level skills in ICT networking and finally The Community Strand which has created new learning opportunities for the most disadvantaged groups within the Action Halifax area.   

The community strand of ICT Breakthrough has been targeting many areas within the Action Halifax area, including; Illingworth, Pellon and Mixenden and has been working hard at targeting the correct people for the training.  With many young parents out of work, or the slightly older 40 – 65 year olds unsure of technology and unable to get to college for courses, they have found it easier to venture to their local church or school to take courses and training sessions.

-More-
Naomi Metcalfe of ICT Breakthrough and Calderdale College said, “due to the work of the ICT Breakthrough Project and it’s ongoing growth we’ve managed to secure jobs that are safeguarded, all the trainers were fully trained, and more local businesses were started due to the courses we offered.  More people are realising their worth and are starting to take themselves seriously in what they do.   We’ve seen a number of community enterprise start-up businesses and a number of individuals have taken on voluntary work in their immediate community.  And with both Staffordshire University and Newark College wanting to know more about ICT Breakthrough in Calderdale, we can see this project going from strength to strength”. 
The ICT Breakthrough Project recently shared its ideas on ICT at the 16th National IT in FE Conference at Staffordshire University.

Notes to Editor 
· For more information about ICT Breakthrough and it’s courses please call Naomi Metcalfe on 01422 357357.

· For more information about Action Halifax, please visit the website at www.actionhalifax.org.uk or give Kelly Lindley a call on 01422 321058 ext 4.[image: image1.png]



