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‘Deprived Area goes from Strength to Strength’ 
Halifax is a working class town, and Boothtown is a relatively deprived area.  With money that has gone into the area, and a community so focused on improvement, it’s now got a drop-in centre that beats the rest hands down.

The Boothtown Centre used to just host an occasional football match at weekends, but in the past 8 months it’s turned around so dramatically, that the local community are rallying round to give their total support. 

Since one of the project managers came onboard and got funding and backing from both Action Halifax and URBAN II (European funding) there has been a steady stream of new activities brought to the Centre.

Vicky Robertshaw of Boothtown Partnership said: “We started a Summer Club for the children in the local community, it’s cheap and perfect for parents who’d like to go out to work, or take some time out.  So, we run a healthy eating programme, paint, listen to music and take trips away out of Halifax under the supervision of parents and workers from the Centre.  Outside the Summer Club hours we hold evening IT classes for people who want to learn the basics of computer technology, it’s free of charge and a City & Guilds qualification can be gained.  But more importantly we have a weekly guest spot at the Centre from the Citizens Advice Bureau who come into Boothtown and give advice on poor debt, bad household management and other family issues that need addressing in our area.  This works so well, we’re looking to hold more than one evening per week”.
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